Homo- and nor-plakotenin, new carboxylic acids from the Palauan sponge Plakortis lita.
A specimen of Plakortis lita from Palau yielded the new carboxylic acids, homo-plakotenin (2a), the sodium salt of homo-plakotenin (2b), the sodium salt of nor-plakotenin (3), the sodium salt of plakotenin (1b), and the known compound plakotenin (1a). The structures of the new acids were elucidated by interpretation of spectral data and by comparison with the known compound. Compounds 1a, 1b, and 2a were found to significantly reduce proliferation of rheumatoid synovial fibroblasts.